Not Single but Ready to Mingle

Joseph Carty / General

Love Ministry / Relationships; Connector; Friendship / John 4:7
Learning to mingle like Jesus.

George Sweeting, in his book The No-Guilt Guide for Witnessing, tells of a man
by the name of John Currier who in 1949 was found guilty of murder and
sentenced to life in prison. Later he was transferred and paroled to work on a
farm near Nashville, Tennessee.

In 1968, Currier's sentence was terminated, and a letter bearing the good news
was sent to him. But John never saw the letter, nor was he told anything about
it. Life on that farm was hard and without promise for the future. Yet John kept
doing what he was told even after the farmer for whom he worked had died.

Ten years went by. Then a state parole officer learned about Currier's plight,
found him, and told him that his sentence had been terminated. He was a free
man.

Sweeting concluded that story by asking, "Would it matter to you if someone
sent you an important message -- the most important in your life -- and year

after year the urgent message was never delivered?"

We who have heard the good news and experienced freedom through Christ

are responsible to proclaim it to others still enslaved by sin. Are we doing all
we can to make sure that people get the message?

Friendship Evangelism
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Jesus spent time with people.

Jesus Mingled

Matthew 9:9-13
As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax
booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him.

And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and
sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and his disciples. And when the
Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with
tax collectors and sinners?” But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well
have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn what this
means: ‘| desire mercy, and not sacrifice.” For | came not to call the righteous,
but sinners.”

Woman At the Well

John 4:1-6

Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making
and baptizing more disciples than John (although Jesus himself did not baptize,
but only his disciples), he left Judea and departed again for Galilee. And he had
to pass through Samaria. So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near
the field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there; so
Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was
about the sixth hour.
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« Samaritans

« Jewish Relationships

+ Traveling around Samaria

+ Traveling Through

Looking for Spiritual Opportunities

John 4:7
A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a

drink.”

« 6th hour

e noon

« woman alone

Hospitality
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« great opportunity

+ helping hand

« ANE Hospitality

+ Asking for Hospitality

John 4:9
The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink
from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.)

+ deep hatred
« KKK
+ Muslim Jihadist
+ Trans-gender

o Child Molester

« Woman
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Throws Out Spiritual Idea

John 4:10

Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to
you, ‘Give me a drink,” you would have asked him, and he would have given you
living water.”

+ Testing the water
+ seewhere they

+ arecoming from.

+ Phrases that change conversations:
“Thank God”
« “God knows”
+ “Praying about it”

. “I can pray for you/them”

+ See what happens

John 4:11-12
The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well
is deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our father
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Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his
livestock.”

+ shedoesn’t getit

+ sheanswers physically

« Jesustries again.

« more bold

John 4:13-14

Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but
whoever drinks of the water that | will give him will never be thirsty again. The
water that | will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to
eternal life.”

+ Doesshegetit?

+ notreally

John 4:15
The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that | will not be thirsty or
have to come here to draw water.”

+ Still stuck on physical
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o Jesustries

+ another approach

John 4:16-18

Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” The woman
answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I
have no husband’; for you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is
not your husband. What you have said is true.”

+ Mayyoucan’t
+ read mind

« read life

« Prayfor

+ divine appointments

+ Don’t expect

+ allthings
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« towork out.

Little Shots

| [Lieghton Ford] was speaking at an open-air crusade in Halifax, Nova Scotia.
Billy Graham was to speak the next night and had arrived a day early. He came
incognito and sat on the grass at the rear of the crowd. Because he was
wearing a hat and dark glasses, no one recognized him.

Directly in front of him sat an elderly gentleman who seemed to be listening
intently to my presentation. When | invited people to come forward as an open
sign of commitment, Billy decided to do a little personal evangelism. He
tapped the man on the shoulder and asked, "Would you like to accept Christ?
I'll be glad to walk down with you if you want to." The old man looked him up
and down, thought it over for a moment, and then said, "Naw, | think I'll just
wait till the big gun comes tomorrow night."

Billy and | have had several good chuckles over that incident. Unfortunately, it

underlines how, in the minds of many people, evangelism is the task of the
"Big Guns," not the "little shots."

+ Sheresponds
+ positive
+ negative
John 4:19-20 ESV
The woman said to him, “Sir, | perceive that you are a prophet. Our fathers

worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where
people ought to worship.”
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o Positive

+ prophet

+ Negative

e controversies...

Desire of Ages

Patiently Jesus permitted her to lead the conversation whither she would.
Meanwhile He watched for the opportunity of again bringing the truth home to
her heart. “Our fathers worshiped in this mountain,”

Avoid Controversy

+ Apologetics

« Focuson

+ point of agreement.
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« Don’targue

Testing Truths

+ Catholic
+ 2nd Angel
+ 3rd Angel
« Baptist
+ Hell

+ State of Dead

« Agreement

¢ Muslim
« Pork
« Catholic

« sacred service
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« ministry to sick
« Baptist

« Baptism
+ Pentecostal

+ Holy Spirit

Changes Topic

« tact

Desire of Ages
He desired to lift the thoughts of His hearer above matters of form and
ceremony, and questions of controversy.

+ notoverbearing

John 4:21-24

Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this
mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You worship what you
do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the
hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him.
God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”
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True Relationships

« Even God wants
« spirit

o truth

Desire of Ages

Religion is not to be confined to external forms and ceremonies. The religion
that comes from God is the only religion that will lead to God. In order to serve
Him aright, we must be born of the divine Spirit. This will purify the heart and
renew the mind, giving us a new capacity for knowing and loving God. It will give
us a willing obedience to all His requirements. This is true worship. It is the fruit
of the working of the Holy Spirit.

e Intrinsic

o Extrinsic

The Bombshell

John 4:26
Jesus said to her, “l who speak to you am he.”
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« An offer
+ Ifdoneright
« eachconvo

« has offer.

+ Shewantsit..

“Give me this water!”

Desire of Ages
She realized her soul thirst, which the waters of the well of Sychar could never
satisfy.

+ She began to wantit

Desire of Ages

The plain statement made by Christ to this woman could not have been made to
the self-righteous Jews. Christ was far more reserved when He spoke to them.
That which had been withheld from the Jews, and which the disciples were
afterward enjoined to keep secret, was revealed to her. Jesus saw that she
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would make use of her knowledge in bringing others to share His grace.

John 4:27

Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a
woman, but no one said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why are you talking with
her?”

« Walkup

+ just missed something...

+ She leaves
+ contemplates

« shares

John 4:28-30

So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to the
people, “Come, see a man who told me all that | ever did. Can this be the
Christ?” They went out of the town and were coming to him.

+ when your friend
+ share with other
« you know they are

+ ready for next step.
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John 4:31-33

Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” But he said to
them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” So the disciples said to
one another, “Has anyone brought him something to eat?”

« Jesusisweary
+ tired
+ thirsty
* never got water

+ hungry

Your Food

John 4:34
Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to
accomplish his work.

+ Nothing more rewarding

+ than serving.
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"What are you doing?" he asked.

"Studying," | replied. "Nothing special."

"Are you sitting down?"

"Yes, why?"

"Your father just trusted Christ this evening."

"He what? You've got to be kidding!" | blurted out.

Such an inappropriate response grew out of long detours in our father-son
journey. Ever since | received Christ as a boy my concern has been for the
salvation of my family and loved ones. On repeated occasions | had broached
the subject of the gospel with dad, but his response was less than excited.

My father has always been a very important person to me. Not that | approved
of everything he said or did or that | imitated him consciously in any way. We
weren't really close friends, either. But he was important in my life because of
the indirect impact he made upon me.

Dad was a military man. He had seen action around the world. During the
periods when he was embroiled in battle, | would become very sensitive to his
spiritual need. | and my family prayed for him, but at times I'm afraid my faith
sputtered. His response was always the same: Son, don't worry about me. I'll
work it out with God (as if God could be manipulated like a Pentagon official).

God brought a man into my life, a man with a passion for men. His name was
Butch Hardman. One day before we knew each other Butch was boarding a

plane in Detroit when a friend handed him a cassette tape.

"Ever hear Hendricks? Here's a tape you should listen to." On that tape |
related my father's spiritual need.

Butch listened and something about the anecdote reminded him of his own

Page 16. Exported from Logos Bible Software, 11:59 PM April 23, 2021.



https://www.logos.com/

father with whom he had shared Christ shortly before he died. He began to
pray for this unknown man, George Hendricks. Some months later Butch
attended a pastors' conference in Philadelphia where | was the speaker. He
shook my hand afterward. That was the only time our paths crossed before a
remarkable incident in Arlington.

Butch was driving the church bus down the street, having discharged all his
passengers. He saw a man standing on the corner who reminded him
uncannily of Howard Hendricks. Could it possibly be...? He backed up the bus,
stopped, got off, and went over to the man.

"Are you by any chance Howard Hendricks' father?"

It is easy to imagine the startled response. "Er-ah (I can envision my father's
critical once-over with his steely blue eyes) yeah -- you a student of my son?"

"No, I'm not, but he sure has helped me. Got time for a cup of coffee?"

That encounter began a friendship, skillfully engineered by the Spirit of God.
Butch undoubtedly sensed dad's hesitancy when he discovered he had met a
preacher. For a long time Butch did not invite him to attend his church. He
simply suggested that dad drop by the office for coffee. Patiently he endured
dad's cigars and his endless repertoire of war stories. Before long he also
learned that dad had been diagnosed as having a terminal throat cancer.

Months later Butch was at his bedside. "Mr. Hendricks, I'll be leaving shortly for
a Holy Land trip. Instead of my listening to you tonight, would you let me tell
you a story?"

Butch had earned his hearing and he began simply to relate the interview of
Jesus Christ with Nicodemus as recorded by the Apostle John. At the
conclusion dad accepted Butch's invitation to receive Jesus Christ as his own
personal Savior. Then dad got up out of bed, stood, and saluted with a smile.
"No I'm under a new Commander-in-Chief!" That night Butch called Dallas.

The last time | saw dad alive | could not believe he was the same man | had
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known. His frame was wasted, but his spirit was more virile than | had ever
known.

In accordance with dad's specific provision in his will, Butch Hardman
conducted the crisp military funeral in Arlington cemetery where the gospel of
Jesus Christ was presented to the small group of family and military

attendants. As the guns saluted their final farewell, | knew God had vindicated
forty-two years of prayer.

Appeal

« Mingle with People
« Pray for Divine Appointments

+ Allow God’s Leading
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